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graciously worded letters which often did duty for
solid help or real consolation from her. " If you knew
what comfort we take to have a subject of your
quality to grow in this time when the most part of
men give themselves over, as it were, a prey unto
delicacy/' she wrote from Dudley Castle, where the
news reached her in August, " you should then ac-
knowledge that care and hazard and travail bestowed
in the service of a prince maketh as thankful accep-
tation of the same from me as from any other prince
that liveth." A week before, while being enter-
tained by the Countess of Essex at Chartley, she
had written more prettily and also more meaning-
lessly: " If lines could value life, or thanks could
answer praise, I should esteem my pen's labour the
best employed time that many years hath lent me.
But to supply the want that both these carrieth, a
right judgment of upright dealing shall lengthen
the scarcity that either of the other wanteth. Deem
therefore, cousin mine, that the search of your
honour, with the danger of your breath, hath not
been bestowed on so ungrateful a prince that will
not both consider the one and reward the other."

While Sir Henry Sidney was beginning a new
term of service in Ireland, Essex came home to seek
some of the reward and consideration thus promised
him, at any rate to the extent of being enabled to
continue the exploit on which his heart was set.
In 1574 Elizabeth had promised to make him Earl-
Marshal of Ireland, but the appointment had never
been confirmed. " I assure myself," he wrote in
January, 1576, " that your Majesty that hath uttered